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[image: image1.emf]1   Focus:   John prepares us for the person of Jesus who comes personally in the midst of our lives.   Function:   That the hearers live lives transformed by this Jesus who comes personally for them.   Structure:   Textual: Biblical Story Interrupted      So there it was,   sealed in selifan and  stuck in the pages of  scrapbook. I once heard a story about  a Catholic Priest who was visiting an elderly parishioner in her home. During their visit she shared with  him a scrapbook containing many important events of her personal hi story. The priest turned one of the  pages detailing an early part of her life and there he saw it — a piece of bread wrapped in plastic wrap  and positioned next to a few photos. But this was not just an ordinary piece of bread. This was the host  from her fir st communion. Apparently, on that day when the priest told her, “Take and eat,” she “Took  and kept.” And then she sealed the body of Christ in selifan wrap and stuck it in the pag es of a   scrapbook  detailing her personal history. The Christ who comes to us  stuck in the pages history.   Today is the second  Sunday of Advent. During the season of Advent we remember that God, the  creator of the heavens and the earth, is our God who comes to us. In particular, during the season of  Advent we prepare to celebrate the  coming of God on Christmas Day. It is on that day that we  remember and celebrate that God came into history in a factual, historical, yet personal, particular, and  specific way. He took on flesh and blood and came to us.    St. Luke reminds us very pointedl y of the truth of God’s coming in human history. He is  intentional and specific as he proclaims our God coming to earth. In his well - known account of the birth  of our Lord he begins by planting the event firmly with the annals of history. “In those days a  decree  went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered”  (2:1). He gives the reader the  names of governors of regions, and the names of towns important to the event. He even clues the  reader in on the census customs of the time. And th en with words he describes the birth of the Word  become flesh at that time and place in history. And the Word that has put on flesh and blood grows in  that time and place.   And at the appointed time when Jesus is to begin his public ministry, the Evangelist  St. Luke is  just as descriptive.  In our Gospel reading this morning St. Luke describes the coming of John the Baptist.  He is the one who was foretold by the prophet Isaiah in the OT. He has come to prepare the people for  the reign of God in the world. He  has come to prepare people for Jesus. And when Luke describes the  ministry of John the Baptist h e gives the reader the exact year of the particular Roman emperor who  was reigning at the time. And he doesn’t stop there. He tells us that Pontius Pilate was t he governor,  and tells us about King Herod and his brothers that ruled over various regions at the time. He even tells  the reader that Caiaphas and Annas were the High Priests at the time. With this kind of historical detail  it is nearly impossible not to  know the particular time and place that Luke is referring to. Even sources  outside of the  Bible confirm the historical accuracy of St. Luke’s description. It appears that he wants to  make it painfully obvious that the coming of the reign of God in this wor ld is not just a philosophical  idea. It is rooted in history. As one person I heard once put it, “It happened. It occurred. It’s actual. It’s  factual. It’s very truth of vary truth, historical, not made. That is the unique feature of the Christian  religion ” (Rossow,  Gospel Handles ) .    But the coming of the reign of God into human history through the person of Jesus was never  meant to be trapped in the pages  history . It was never meant to be just an historical event to be held at 



Filled Up!

The Day of Pentecost; Series C

Acts 2:1-21

There is a story I read once about a man who got lost in the wilderness. After wandering around for a long time his throat became very dry and he was parched. He needed water very soon or else he would likely die of dehydration. He continued journeying while keeping his eyes peeled for some source of water. At one point he noticed a little shack in the distance. He made his way over to the shack and found a water pump with a small jug of water and a note. The note read: "pour all the water into the top of the pump to prime it, if you do this you will get all the water you need". Now the man had a choice to make. If he trusted the note and poured the water in and it worked he would have all the water he needed. If it didn’t work he would still be thirsty and he might die. Or he could choose to drink the water in the jug and get immediate satisfaction, but it might not be enough to hydrate him fully and he still might die. After thinking about it the man decided to risk it. He poured the entire jug into the pump and began to work the handle. At first nothing happened and he got a little scared but he kept going and soon water started coming out. So much water came out that he drank all he wanted, took a shower, and filled all the containers he could find (Randy Leckliter, Sermoncentral.com). Poured out, filled up, and the result is life. 
Today is the Day of Pentecost. It occurs fifty days after Easter Sunday. In the Old Testament the Feast of Pentecost went by the name of the Feast of Weeks. It was a harvest festival. It was the first day of the annual wheat harvest (Lev 23:15ff.) on which the people of Israel would gather in the firstfruits of the crop. The success of this first day of the harvest would determine whether or not the rest of the harvest would in fact be great. It was on this harvest day and during this harvest festival that our scene from Acts, chapter two takes place. As we heard it read this morning, on this day God poured out, filled up, and brought life.

All the people were together in one place in the city of Jerusalem, ten days after Jesus’ ascension to the right hand of God in power and glory (Acts 1:9-11). In the first chapter of the Book of Acts we were told that the Apostles were supposed to remain in Jerusalem until they received “power when the Holy Spirit came upon them” (Acts 1:8). It is no surprise, then, that we find them gathered in Jerusalem waiting for the promised outpouring of God’s Spirit. 

While the people are gathered together the “great pour” commences. God pours out his Spirit upon all flesh just as he promised to the Apostles ten days before on the day of his Ascension. As we heard in our reading, this “great pouring out” was promised even in the Old Testament and was foretold by the prophet Joel (Acts 2:17-21; Joel 2:28-32). 

Not only does God pour out his Spirit on this Day of Pentecost, the first day of the great wheat harvest, but God fills people with his promised Spirit. We heard it in our reading. “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4). Actually, we hear this phrase multiple times in the rest of the Book of Acts. The Apostles are filled with the Holy Spirit and they go forth to witness to the resurrection and the mighty works of God (Acts 9:17; 13:9, 52). Through God’s outpouring of the Holy Spirit the people are filled and they give witness to resurrection life. The harvest is indeed great! 
On this first day of the wheat harvest God begins the harvest of the Gospel of resurrection life in Christ. He begins this great harvest by “pouring out and filling up” with his Holy Spirit. But this implies something, does it not? If someone is “filled up” it implies that the person was in need. It implies that the person was lacking God’s Spirit.

I once heard a story about a man who excelled in finding usefulness and meaning in things that were lacking and near empty. This man would set on a table dozens of glasses, each filled with varying amounts of water. He placed bowl of water next to him. He would dip his fingers in this bowl of water and he would touch the rims of the glasses. And he would make those near empty vessels sing. He made beautiful music. As I heard the story there was one glass toward the edge of the table that was farthest from the man. And this glass looked as though it was just about empty. And you were left wondering, “Can this man make that empty vessel sing?” At one point in this man’s performance he dipped his fingers in the bowl of water at his side, reached far to the other end of the table, touched the rim of that near empty glass, and it made the most beautiful sound (Dave Schmitt, Chapel Sermon at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO on Acts 2:14a). 
If you are like me, there are days that you just feel empty. You don’t feel like you are filled with the Spirit. You don’t feel like you can sing and bear witness to the resurrection through your words, thoughts, actions, and deeds. A mother of three who works a full time job and then is expected to come home, cook a meal and care for her family can feel empty and can find it difficult to sing. A husband who tries hard to care for his wife and provide for her may still receive criticism and can feel unappreciated and disrespected. He can feel empty and he can find it difficult to sing. A child goes to school every day and struggles with the kids at school and with her grades. She can come home and continue the struggles with siblings and feel like mom and dad don’t care much about her. She can feel empty and can find it difficult to sing.

That near empty glass at the edge of the table and that dehydrated man at the beginning of the sermon have at one thing in common: they are hopeless and helpless unless something or someone else fills them up and make them sing. When we feel like we are empty, void of God’s Spirit we can feel spiritually dehydrated. We can feel like we are too empty to sing. And the natural reaction is to look inward to find the solution. When we feel like a spiritual desert we might hear others tell us, just pray harder. We might hear people tell us to think positive thoughts. But these strategies will never work. These types of strategies will always fail because they have us looking within ourselves to find Jesus. These solutions have us looking to ourselves as the source of the Spirit. As we were reminded this morning from our description of the Day of Pentecost, only God is the source of the Holy Spirit. Only God can fulfill the promise to pour out and fill all flesh with his Spirit. The source is outside of us.
You are a partaker in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and are filled with the Spirit of God because of another outpouring. In the final hours of Jesus’ death he uttered these words with dry parched lips, “Father, into your hands I commit my Spirit” (Mt 27:50). God’s only Son was spiritually dehydrated for you. Along with the pouring out of his blood as a perfect sacrifice for your Sin, Jesus poured out his Spirit unto the Heavenly Father. God the Father has deposited his Spirit, this Spirit of Jesus, in the waters of holy baptism, in the pages of Scripture, in the mouth of his Pastors, and in the grains of bread and in a cup of wine. In these ways God comes outside of you to pour out and fill you with his Spirit so that you can have the certainty of his salvation and resurrection life in his name. He makes his Spirit available for all who are empty vessels, spiritually dehydrated. Through his Spirit he fills you with his Gospel so that you can “sing” in service to your God.
Several years ago, Gatorade had an ad with Michael Jordan where he was covered in orange drops of sweat. The image says clearly that Michael Jordan is so full of Gatorade that it is literally pouring out of him like sweat. That’s an appropriate image of the Holy Spirit in us. When we come regularly to be filled with God’s Spirit through the hearing of the Gospel and the giving of the Sacraments we become filled to the brim. And when the Spirit is in us, it will come out in our lives (Tim Smith, SermonCentral.com).
I want to refer back to that man at the beginning of the sermon one last time. After he poured the water and then was filled again and replenished he followed the rest of the instructions on the note. They read, “After you have finished, please refill the jug for the next traveler.” The man refilled the jug and then added this to the note: “Please prime the pump, believe me it works”! The filling up and the replenishment brought him great joy. He was so filled with joy and good news that he just had to share it. We also find this in our reading from the harvest of the Gospel on Pentecost. The people were filled with the Holy Spirit and then they boldly proclaimed the “mighty works of God” and the story of his salvation (Acts 2:11). May we be so filled with the Spirit of God and the good news of his salvation that we can’t keep quiet about it. Amen.
3

[image: image1.emf]